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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT VIDELA 

1 . THE TEXT OF A JULY 16 LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO 
PRESIDENT VIDELA FOLLOWS. THE ORIGINAL WAS POUCHED TO THE 
EMBASSY JULY 19. 

QUOTE. I AM VERY GRATEFUL TO YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR ITS 
COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES IN BRINGING TO JUSTICE 
THREE NOTORIOUS NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING FUGITIVES WHO FOUND 
SANCTUARY IN ARGENTINA FOR MANY YEARS. THE UNITED STATES 
HAS LONG SOUGHT TO PROSECUTE THEM FOR THEIR PART IN SEVERAL 
WIDESPREAD CONSPIRACIES TO IMPORT LARGE AMOUNTS OF HEROIN 
AND COCAINE INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

YOUR PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE RESPONSE TO OUR RENEWED REQUEST 
FOR ASSISTANCE IN APPREHENDING THESE NARCOTICS FUGITIVES 
IS AN INDICATION THAT YOU SHARE THE HIGH PRIORITY WHICH WE 
ATTACH TO THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO CONTROL ILLICIT 
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TRAFFICKERS OF THIS TYPE UNDERMINE THE SOCIAL PEACE, PUBLIC 
ORDER, AND EVEN THE MORALITY OF A COUNTRY, AND THE EFFORT 
TO END THEIR INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS REQUIRES THE CLOSE 
COOPERATION OF ALL GOVERNMENTS. 

WE ARE PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL TO YOUR MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
AND THE MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF WHO WORKED SO TIRELESSLY TO 
ENSURE THAT THESE FUGITIVES BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE IN A 
MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS OF BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIES. THEIR DEDICATION AND DILIGENCE HAVE WON THE 
RESPECT OF ALL CONCERNED. 

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR THE SENTIMENTS 
EXPRESSED IN YOUR LETTER TO ME IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR 
NATIONAL DAY AND OUR BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS. IT IS 
GRATIFYING TO KNOW THAT THE VALUES ON WHICH OUR NATION 
WAS FOUNDED ARE SHARED BY YOU AND THE PEOPLE OF ARGENTINA. 
SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD. UNQUOTE. 

2. THE EMBASSY MAY DELIVER THE TEXT TO PRESIDENT VTDET.A 
IMMEDIATELY, OR, AT ITS DISCRETION, AWAIT RECEIPT OF THE 
ORIGINAL. 

3. THE USG DOES NOT PLAN TO PUBLISH THE TEXT OF THE 
LETTER, BUT WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF THE GOA WISHED 
TO DO SO. KISSINGER 
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